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Wenatchee Valley College
buildingnew Center for Tech and
Innovation

Another one of the projects requested by residents in 2021, and featured in the 2022-26 Our

Valley Our Future Action Plan, is on its way toward completion. On June 12, Wenatchee Valley
College held the official groundbreaking for its new Center for Technical Education and
Innovation, which will serve as a hub for workforce training.

The $50 million facility, located off Ninth Street in Wenatchee, will feature training centers and
specialty labs for skilled-trades programs, including agriculture, automotive technology, computer
technology, electronics and aerospace electronics, environmental systems and refrigeration
technology, and industrial technology. 

Funding for construction was approved by the state Legislature back in 2023. Completion is
expected by fall 2027.

At the groundbreaking event, WVC President Dr. Faimous Harrison pointed out the facility will not
only benefit students, industries, and businesses but also the region and its communities. Others
offering remarks were state Rep. Mike Steele of Chelan; Ruby Gaston, Congresswoman Kim
Schrier's aide in Central Washington; Francisco Sarmiento-Torres, WVC agricultural faculty and
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Hispanic Orchard Employee Education Program; and Ariel Torres, a WVC student studying
environmental systems and refrigeration technology.

Updates on other Action Plan projects and initiatives
Trades District: The new Trades District has started
introducing its initial tenants at the business incubator
near Pangborn Airport. They include Heirloom Baking Co.,
Cascadia Taphouse, Ruah Shirt Co., Viva Creative Studio,
and Armour Wines. The Trades District, developed by the Chelan Douglas Regional Port Authority,
has 12 spaces in all. It is designed for startups and small businesses (makers, retailers, creators
and entrepreneurs) who do not have a storefront. For more: www.cdrpa.org/trades-district

Regional Wildfire Preparedness, Prevention and Recovery initiative: The OVOF Symposium on
June 25 at Wenatchee Valley College (for more, see below) will focus on the 2025 wildfire season,
which is expected to be severe, and ways for people to protect themselves and their families and
communities this year and beyond. Attendees will learn about ways communities can improve
forest health, capacity of local firefighters, health impacts of wildfire smoke, the Chelan PUD's
new power shutoff program, and steps that individuals, families and communities can take to
prepare for the worst. Former state Public Lands Commissioner Hilary Franz will speak during
lunch. To register, please click here.

Separate from the symposium, the Regional Wildfire initiative’s working group is taking aim on
developing a “one-stop” central informational website for residents and visitors, similar to what
other fire-prone communities around the country have launched. The group’s research found
more than 50 public agencies and nonprofits are providing some snippet of wildfire information,
making it difficult for people to navigate and track down information they are seeking. OVOF is
serving as coordinator and facilitator of this working group.

Post-Carbon Economy: The working group behind this game changer, also being facilitated by
OVOF, is serving as the project review team for the two greenhouse gas emission inventories
being developed by the consulting firm Parametrix for the City of Wenatchee and Chelan County.
Both inventories are expected to be completed by September and will show the primary sources
of emissions.

Regional Housing Approach initiative: Following up on a successful OVOF Housing Summit held in
February at Pybus Market, the Chelan-Douglas Housing Solutions Group is in the midst of creating
an online Middle Housing Resource Directory. Middle housing types include duplexes, triplexes,
cottage housing, courtyard apartments, townhomes, and accessory dwelling units. The Resource
Directory, one of the actions that arose from the Housing Summit, is meant to help property
owners turn an empty lot into one of the middle housing types.

At its June 11 meeting, the Housing Solutions Group heard from the City of Wenatchee on a surge
in multifamily housing starts. See below for a closer look.

https://www.cdrpa.org/trades-district
https://ovofsymposium2.eventbrite.com


OVOF seeking an Executive Director
Our Valley Our Future is seeking an executive director for the
first time in its 10-year history. The Executive Director will
ensure OVOF’s mission and strategic goals are carried out
effectively, oversee the nonprofit’s day-to-day operations,
communicate and collaborate with a wide range of community
leaders and community members, and champion initiatives
and projects in the five-year community Action Plan. The
Executive Director will report to the OVOF Board of Directors.

Steve Maher has served as OVOF Coordinator since 2017 in a
role similar to an Executive Director. He will continue to assist
the organization as it begins work in 2026 on OVOF’s third
Action Plan, this one for the years 2027-31.

For a complete Executive Director job description and instructions on how to apply, please visit
the OVOF website at ourvalleyourfuture.org

https://ourvalleyourfuture.org/


Metric: Families facing real hardships in NCW
For the past 10 years, the official poverty rates in both Chelan and Douglas counties — and
elsewhere in North Central Washington — have been on the decline. According to the U.S. Census
Bureau, the poverty rate in Chelan County was 9.0 percent in 2023, versus 13.2 percent a decade
earlier. Likewise, the poverty rate in Douglas County was 7.9 percent in 2023, compared to 15.8
percent in 2013.

But critics have along complained the federal poverty rate is archaic. To qualify as living in poverty
today, a single person can earn no more than $15,800 annually. 

A better metric, they say, is the United Way's ALICE (Asset Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed), which calculates the cost of housing, food, transportation, healthcare, childcare, and
other essentials in individual states and counties throughout the country. ALICE then compares
that with local income data to see what share of households can’t afford those basics.

By the ALICE metric, 40 percent of Chelan County households and 41.3 percent of Douglas County
households didn’t make enough to cover the basic necessities in 2023, according to the most
recent data available. That’s more than four times the number that are considered below the
federal poverty line in each county.

The cost of getting by for a typical Chelan County family of four is $6,691 a month, or $80,292 a
year, and for a Douglas County family of four it is $6,583 a month, or $78,996 a year, according to
the United Way’s estimates.

What happens when people can't afford the basics? Many times they go without — whether that
is food, healthcare, and, in some cases, housing. 

Keep in mind, too, that this data was collected before this year's wave of federal government
reductions, including ones impacting social service programs — with more cuts likely on the way.

For a deeper dive with the United Way's ALICE metric: unitedforalice.org/home

— Steve Maher, OVOF

https://www.unitedforalice.org/home


Orondo group conducting survey about the community
If you live in the Orondo area in Douglas County, a survey has
been launched to learn more about ways to increase
connections and communication in the community. The
survey is for those who reside (either full time or part time) in
the Orondo area. ColabOrondo, the volunteer community
group conducting the survey, is defining the Orondo area as
stretching from Turtle Rock to the Beebe Bridge area.
 
Here is the survey link in English:
surveymonkey.com/r/OrondoWA

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OrondoWA


Here is the survey in Spanish: surveymonkey/com/r/OrondoSpan

News Picks from Our Valley Our Future
Articles we've read from around the Northwest and beyond

 
Washington cherry growers are struggling to find pickers, June 19, Seattle Times

The Southwest May Be More Sensitive To Drying Than The Pacific Northwest, June 19,
Technology Networks

Navigating the changing landscape of health care in the Pacific Northwest, June 17, WSU
Insider

Pacific Northwest pear growers eye strong rebound in 2025, June 17,
FreshFruitPortal.com

Proposed federal cuts ‘horrific,’ says Washington’s schools chief, June 16, Seattle Times

A novel approach to affordable housing, June 12, Methow Valley News

Bend, Ore., considers historic housing style, increased ADUs and relaxed restrictions, June
5, Oregon Public Broadcasting

How we pushed the Columbia, the great river of the West, to its limit, May 25, Seattle
Times

Newhouse pursues legislation to stabilize Washington farm workforce, May 22, Cascade
PBS

2025 OVOF Board of Directors
Lori Barnett, community volunteer and retired East Wenatchee community development
director 
Amanda Brack, NCW Libraries communications and community engagement manager
Bob Bugert, Chelan-Douglas Land Trust interim executive director
Shiloh Burgess, Douglas County PUD government affairs director
Alma Chacon, Community for the Advancement of Family Education (CAFÉ) co-founder
Ron Cridlebaugh, Chelan County economic development director
Becca Freimuth, North Central Educational Service District communications specialist
Norma Gallegos, Hand in Hand Immigration Services program manager
Laura Gloria, City of Wenatchee administrator
Kim Hatfield, Catholic Charities regional director
Lauren Head, Nourish NCW owner
Stacy Luckensmeyer, consultant, retired WVC business and industry liaison
Shayne Magdoff, City of East Wenatchee Councilwoman
Nik Moushon, MJ Neal & Associates architect
Kevin Overbay, Chelan County Commissioner
Kevin Precht, Jones & Jones-Betts Funeral Home owner
Alan Walker, Chelan Douglas Community Action Council executive director

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OrondoSpan
https://www.seattletimes.com/business/agriculture/wa-cherry-growers-struggle-to-find-pickers/
https://www.technologynetworks.com/applied-sciences/news/the-southwest-may-be-more-sensitive-to-drying-than-the-pacific-northwest-401212
https://news.wsu.edu/news/2025/06/17/navigating-the-changing-landscape-of-health-care-in-the-pacific-northwest/
https://www.freshfruitportal.com/news/2025/06/17/pacific-northwest-pear-growers-eye-strong-rebound-in-2025/
https://www.seattletimes.com/education-lab/proposed-federal-cuts-horrific-says-washingtons-schools-chief/
https://methowvalleynews.com/2025/06/12/a-novel-approach-to-affordable-housing/
https://www.opb.org/article/2025/06/05/bend-adu-relax-housing-crunch/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/climate-lab/how-we-pushed-columbia-river-salmon-pnw-hydropower/
https://www.cascadepbs.org/politics/2025/05/newhouse-pursues-legislation-stabilize-washington-farm-workforce/


2025 OVOF Staff
Steve Maher, coordinator
Ruben Betancourt, community engagement specialist
Maggie Richter, development and facilitation specialist
Jazmin Sanchez, communications specialist
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