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May 20, 2025

WILDFIRES AND OUR HEALTH

» 2025 OUTLOOK FOR WILDFIRES
» MANAGING OUR FORESTS
« CAPABILITIES OF LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENTS

+ WILDFIRE SMOKE AND OUR MOST VULNERABLE
« OTHER HEALTH IMPACTS FROM WILDFIRES
« STEPS TO TAKE NOW TO PREVENT AND PREPARE

JUNE 25, 2025, 10 A.M. TO 2 P.M.
WENATCHEE VALLEY COLLEGE

Registration opens for Wildfire Symposium

In recent years, NCW has experienced some of the most destructive wildfires in state history. The
2025 wildfire season could be equally devastating — the region remains home to thousands of
acres of unhealthy forest land, it is in the midst of another drought, and government cutbacks
have reduced firefighting resources.

Join us for a crucial Our Valley Our Future Symposium on June 25 at Wenatchee Valley College,
where experts will discuss the condition of our forests, the outlook for the wildfire season,
capabilities of local fire departments, health impacts of wildfires on our residents, and ways for
people to prepare and protect themselves, their family, and community.

The symposium will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and includes a healthy lunch. There is no cost
to attend, but registration is required at OVOFSymposiumZ2.eventbrite.com.

Here is the schedule:

Session: Managing Our Forests
Presenter: Paul Hessburg, senior research ecologist with the Pacific Northwest Research Station



https://ovofsymposium2.eventbrite.com
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based at the Wenatchee Forestry Sciences Laboratory

Session: Capabilities of Our Local and Neighboring Fire Departments
Presenter: Wenatchee Valley Fire Department Chief Brian Brett

Session: Impacts of Wildfire Smoke on Our Residents and Visitors

Presenter: University of Washington professor Elizabeth Walker, principal of Smoke Ready
Solutions and adviser to Clean Air Methow and Okanogan Clean Air

Presenter: Dr. Bindu Nayak of Confluence Health in Wenatchee

Session: Preparing Individuals, Families, and Communities for Wildfires

Panelists: Cascadia Conservation District forestry program manager Patrick Haggerty, CAFE
environmental justice coordinator Yesenia Perez, Chelan County PUD senior communications
strategist Rachel Hansen, and City of Leavenworth community development director Maggie Boles
Moderator: Maggie Richter, OVOF development and facilitation specialist

Session: Wildfires and a More Resilient Future
Break-out groups: Child Care, Schools, and Families; Communications; Housing and Building
Codes; and Agriculture and Farmworkers

Symposium sponsors: Thriving Together NCW, the Central Washington Area Health Education
Center, Community for the Advancement of Family Education (CAFE), Catholic Charities, and
Wenatchee Valley College.

Symposium partners: Cascadia Conservation District and the Chelan County PUD.

Register for the Symposium

Collecting data about the impacts of
government cutbacks on our rural region

At the request of community leaders, Thriving Together NCW, Our Valley Our Future and a local
task force are collecting data on federal and state government cutbacks or potential cutbacks and
the impacts those reductions are having on NCW communities, businesses, organizations, and
people. This project has been designed to collect factual information and to analyze it objectively.

As of May 18, about 50 jurisdictions, nonprofits, and businesses had provided information.

The data will be compiled and shared with elected officials so they have a better understanding of
the impacts occurring or likely to occur in NCW.

A summary of the data and short interviews of people impacted by the cutbacks will be shared
with the wider community. If you know of someone who has a personal story to tell, please email
OVOF at info@ ourvalleyourfuture.org.
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OVOF kicks off Wenatchee Valley 101 Series

The very first Wenatchee Valley 101 event for new residents was held on + h
April 25 and received good reviews from attendees, who learned about the WQV\G inee

region's outdoor recreation history, resources, facilities, and organizations. Vauey

Big thanks to moderator Laura Gloria of the City of Wenatchee; presenters ,\
Hanne Beener of TREAD and Steve Maher of OVOF; and panelists Mat

Lyons (TREAD executive director), Sam Jordan (Chelan-Douglas Land Trust

stewardship director), Mike McLeod (Chelan County Sheriff’s Office \l
deputy), Rich Finger (state Fish and Wildfire land operations manager), and

Kyle Endelman (Chelan County PUD parks superintendent).

We also want to recognize Goodfellow Bros. for sponsoring Wenatchee Valley 101; and TREAD,
City of Wenatchee, Wenatchee Valley Chamber of Commerce, Chelan County PUD, and
Goodfellow Bros. for staffing the planning committee.

The next Wenatchee Valley 101 for new residents will be held in the fall, date and location to be
determined, and will focus on the region’s arts scene. Interested in helping plan the event? Please
email OVOF at info@ ourvalleyourfuture.org.

Incorporated Douglas County is growing

| was going through some old
boxes in my basement recently
when | stumbled across a
report from the state Office of
Financial Management titled,
“1990 Population Trends for
Washington State.” A quick
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glance revealed chart after

chart of population figures for Pop. Pop. Pop.
counties and cities throughout 1990 2024 Change
1990-2024

the state, including for our
region. It wasn’t long before | 52 250 22 300 575%
had located online a 2024 ’ ’ '
i f th I
version of the same annua e — 627%
report.
Unincorporated County 22,757 34,320 50.8 %
So what has changed over the
past 34 years in Chelan and 21,839 36,040 65.0 %
Douglas counties?
We have known for some time
growing at a faster rate than
Chelan County. One drive up 1,692 2,595 53.4%
and down Grant Road outside '
the City of East Wenatchee Entiat e ST SR
rovides a glimpse of that
P glimp Douglas County 26205 45150  72.3%
trend.
X Incorporated Coun 6,247 19,805 217.0%
But after taking a closer look at
the numbers what stands out is Unincorporated County 19,958 25,345 27.0%
how many more people are
living in the incorporated parts 2,701 14,240 427.2 %
of Douglas County — a 217-
Rock Island 524 1,680 220.6 %

East Wenatchee population Source: State Office of Financial Management: Population Trends 1990
figures are a little misleading as and Population Trends 2024

a chunk of its 427 percent

increase in population between 1990 and 2024 is due to annexations that occurred in the 1990s
and early 2000s. Still, thanks to infill and subdivision development, there are many more people
living in what used to be referred to as the “Eastside” in local vernacular.

now that Douglas County is

percent jump since 1990. The
Douglas County community has
long prided itself on its more
rural nature — compared to
Wenatchee at least — but that
has been changing.

And then there is Rock Island, which the “2024 Population Trends for Washington State” hails as
the fifth fastest growing city in the state over the past four years. Now, it's true we are only talking
1,608 residents today, but still ...

And what may things look like three or four decades from now? Given the amount of developable
land to the north and east of the East Wenatchee city limits, and what is happening in and around
Rock Island, don’t be surprised if the East Wenatchee area is home to more people than the
Wenatchee side.

— Steve Maher, OVOF

News Picks from Our Valley Our Future




Articles we've read from around the Northwest and beyond

Fears over Columbia Basin dams and hydroelectricity grow as agencies lose hundreds of
employees, May 19, Oregon Capital Chronicle

Five Idaho cities ranked in top 100 fastest growing U.S. cities, May 16, Idaho Capital Sun
Washington lawmakers slash wildfire budget in half, May 7, The Seattle Times
Washington Legislature passes bevy of housing bills, May 5, The Olympian

Less work, more workers for agriculture, May 1, Good Fruit Grower magazine
Montana’s housing miracle strikes twice, April 25, Sightline Institute

As wildfires intensify, utilities want liability protections. But then who pays? April 22,
Stateline

Nontraditional living situations Americans are adopting to make housing more
affordable, April 16, The Hill

2025 OVOF Board of Directors

Lori Barnett, community volunteer and retired East Wenatchee community development
director

Amanda Brack, NCW Libraries communications and community engagement manager
Bob Bugert, Chelan-Douglas Land Trust interim executive director

Shiloh Burgess, Douglas County PUD government affairs director

Alma Chacon, Community for the Advancement of Family Education (CAFE) co-founder
Ron Cridlebaugh, Chelan County economic development director

Becca Freimuth, North Central Educational Service District communications specialist
Norma Gallegos, Hand in Hand Immigration Services program manager

Laura Gloria, City of Wenatchee administrator

Kim Hatfield, Catholic Charities regional director

Lauren Head, Nourish NCW owner

Stacy Luckensmeyer, consultant and retired Wenatchee Valley College business and
industry liaison

Shayne Magdoff, City of East Wenatchee Councilwoman

Nik Moushon, MJ Neal & Associates architect

Kevin Overbay, Chelan County Commissioner

Kevin Precht, Jones & Jones-Betts Funeral Home owner

Alan Walker, Chelan Douglas Community Action Council executive director

2025 OVOF Staff

Steve Maher, coordinator

Ruben Betancourt, community engagement specialist
Maggie Richter, development and facilitation specialist
Jazmin Sanchez, communications specialist
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