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OVOF and Thriving Together NCW
announce new strategic alliance
Our Valley Our Future has
been designated as the lead
coalition in Chelan and
Douglas counties for
Thriving Together NCW’s
regional network, absorbing
the Chelan-Douglas
Coalition for Health
Improvement and creating
more capacity for OVOF
while also helping Thriving
Together NCW better meet
the needs of the region.

Since 2017, Thriving
Together NCW has worked
with the Chelan-Douglas Coalition for Health Improvement (CHI) to engage local partners in health
improvement efforts and stay informed about the challenges and concerns facing the region. The
CHI primarily organized and facilitated local meetings where health and wellness issues were
discussed, helping identify ways to support Thriving Together NCW’s efforts in meeting the unique
needs of each county. While the CHI no longer exists in its original form, its legacy continues to
shape how Thriving Together NCW engages communities in this important work.

OVOF’s designation as the lead coalition for Thriving Together NCW is expected to reduce
duplication and create a more efficient, sustainable operation. OVOF will continue to operate as a
non-partisan, nonprofit organization but now with greater capacity to inform and to bring
together people around community challenges and issues, and to offer more facilitation and data
resources to lead partners of OVOF Action Plan projects, programs and initiatives. 

Talks between OVOF and Thriving Together NCW began when it was discovered that the OVOF
Action Plan’s six focus areas closely match Thriving Together NCW’s framework around the seven
vital conditions (see the chart above).

“We found that both OVOF and Thriving Together NCW have a very similar focus in advancing a
better quality of life for the people and communities we serve,” said OVOF coordinator Steve
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Maher. “By creating this unique alliance between our two nonprofits, we can amplify collective
impact at a critical time for our region and our communities.”

“OVOF and Thriving Together NCW have both continued to grow and evolve since their
beginnings. As our organizations have developed, it’s made sense to leverage our respective
strengths and build a strategic partnership that supports working collaboratively to improve well-
being across our region. We’re fortunate to have a partner like OVOF in this work,” said John
Schapman, Thriving Together NCW executive director.

Chelan County Commissioner Kevin Overbay explains why a Regional Diversion Facility is
needed during the OVOF Symposium on April 9 at Wenatchee Valley College.

OVOF kicks off year’s Symposiums at
WVC
More than 80 people attended Our Valley Our Future’s Symposium on April 9 at Wenatchee Valley
College. Several projects in the OVOF Action Plan — Regional Diversion Facility, Multicultural and
Multiservice Community Center, Leadership Institute of NCW, and Post-Carbon Economy initiative
— were featured, and OVOF and Thriving Together NCW announced their new strategic alliance. 

OVOF would like to thank the Symposium’s sponsors and partners: Thriving Together NCW, CAFÉ,
Catholic Charities, the Central Washington Area Health Education Center, Wenatchee Valley
College, Nourish NCW, and Community Health Plan of Washington. 

The next OVOF Symposium will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. June 19 at WVC’s Maguire
Conference Center, with a focus on the health impacts of regional wildfires in the midst of climate
change and government cutbacks. Registration will open soon. The events are open to anyone in
the community, and there is no cost.

The final two symposiums in 2025 will focus on health literacy and outcomes (Sept. 11) and on



jobs in a post-pandemic world (Dec. 11) — both at WVC Maguire Conference Center.

Organizations interested in sponsoring the Symposiums can email
info@ourvalleyourfuture.org for more information.

Wenatchee Valley 101: Who is a new resident?
With our very first Wenatchee
Valley 101 event for new residents
coming up on April 25 at the
Wenatchee Hilton Garden Inn, we
have been asked how OVOF is
defining “new resident”? And the
answer is: we are leaving that up to
folks to decide on their own.
Certainly, anyone who has lived
here a year or less would fall into
that category. But if someone has
lived here for two years or five
years — heck, even 10 years — and
they still consider themselves a
new resident, then by all means
they should attend!

At the first Wenatchee Valley 101
on April 25, we will educate
newcomers on the region’s outdoor recreation resources, facilities, and amenities, and we will
take a look at the long history of outdoor recreation in the region.

A panel discussion will include: TREAD executive director Mat Lyons, Chelan Douglas Land Trust
stewardship director Sam Jordan, Chelan County Sheriff’s Office deputy Mike McLeod, state Fish
and Wildfire land operations manager Rich Finger, and Chelan County PUD parks superintendent
Kyle Endelman. Laura Gloria, City of Wenatchee administrator and an OVOF Board member, will
moderate the panel discussion.

The event concludes with an hour-long social, featuring beer, wine and appetizers. 

The cost to attend is $10. If you consider yourself a “new resident” or if you know someone who is
— family, friends, co-workers — here is the spot to register:
https://WV101Outdoors.eventbrite.com 

Goodfellow Bros. is helping sponsor Wenatchee Valley 101, and TREAD, the City of Wenatchee,
the Wenatchee Valley Chamber of Commerce, and the Chelan County PUD are the event's official
partner organizations.

Also, in case you are wondering, the second Wenatchee Valley 101 this year will be held in the fall
and it will focus on the region’s arts and culture. OVOF will announce more on that event in the
coming weeks.

mailto:info@ourvalleyourfuture.org
https://wv101outdoors.eventbrite.com


Local 'walk scores' counter study's findings
The OVOF Action Plan features a couple action items — ‘Active Transportation’ and
‘Transportation Improvements’ — that encourage greater walkability in our communities. So we
were curious when we spotted Walk Score, an online walkability-assessment tool owned by
national real estate company Redfin, coming under scrutiny for its rating system. Walk Score has
become a popular tool for people looking to move from one community to another or within a
community. However, a recent study by the University of Illinois and the University of California
found many of the census tracts rated most walkable by Walk Score around the country map
almost exactly onto census tracts with a higher share of wealthier residents. 

According to Redfin, the Walk Score system measures how easy it is to walk from a
given address to places people typically visit in their daily lives. Addresses that can
reach amenities within a 5-minute walk are given maximum points. 

The university researchers faulted the Walk Score system for focusing on amenities too much,
including giving more points to areas with plentiful “spaces of consumption” nearby, and for
omitting factors such as the true "walkability" of a place, i.e. the state of pedestrian infrastructure,
and the percentage of people who walk instead of drive. Ignoring those factors, the researchers
concluded, skews results towards certain neighborhoods. And that ultimately leads to less
investment, development, and interest in other areas.

Just to be clear, OVOF isn’t taking a position on the study’s conclusions. But it did lead us to



analyze neighborhoods in the Greater Wenatchee Area and region using the Walk Score tool. And
despite any misgivings about the Walk Score system, what we found counters the university
researchers' national findings. In short, our low-income and middle-income neighborhoods receive
a higher score from Walk Score than our higher-income areas. Neighborhoods around
downtown Wenatchee and Valley Mall Parkway in East Wenatchee, in particular,
are considered "very walkable," according to the rating system. Needing a car
isn’t required to access stores, restaurants, bars, coffee shops, entertainment, parks, and
schools, even some jobs.  

Here is how some neighborhoods and areas in the Wenatchee metro scored:

Downtown Wenatchee: 92 (considered a "walker’s paradise")
South Wenatchee: 79 ("very walkable")
Neighborhoods just east of Valley Mall Parkway: 72 ("very walkable")
Wenatchee Valley College area: 59 ("somewhat walkable")
Washington Park area: 57 ("somewhat walkable")
Confluence Health area: 37 ("car dependent")
Sunnyslope (Easy Street/School Street): 14 ("car dependent")
Broadview neighborhood: 13 ("car dependent")
South Western Avenue: 9 ("car dependent")
Fancher Heights neighborhood: 6 ("car dependent")
Grant Road/Nile Street area: 6 ("car dependent")

The overall Greater Wenatchee Area has a walkability score of 47 — which indicates it is car
dependent (the national Walk Score average is a 48). That reflects what many residents told OVOF
in 2021 and why the action items exist in the OVOF Action Plan. 

The following, more-compact cities in the region received higher Walk Scores than
Wenatchee/East Wenatchee:

Chelan: 80 (considered "very walkable")
Leavenworth: 77 ("very walkable")
Cashmere: 69 ("somewhat walkable")

If you want to play around with the Walk Score tool, here is the link: www.walkscore.com

— Steve Maher, OVOF

News Picks from Our Valley Our Future
Articles about the Northwest we've been reading of late

 
As wildfire season approaches, budget woes and federal uncertainty put Oregon,
Washington and other states’ plans at risk, April 1, Oregon Public Broadcasting

Trade wars and mass firings bring upheaval to the fruit industry , April 1, Good
Fruit Grower

These WA health programs and jobs just got cut by the feds, April 1, The Seattle Times

Small-Scale Housing is Making a Big Impact in Seattle, April 3, Strong Towns

Apple industry leaders react to latest tariffs , April 4, The Packer

https://www.walkscore.com/
https://www.opb.org/article/2025/03/27/oregon-washington-other-states-face-budget-woes-wildfire-season-approaches/
https://www.goodfruit.com/prengaman-the-reign-of-uncertainty/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/health/these-wa-health-programs-and-jobs-just-got-cut-by-the-feds/
https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2025/3/27/small-scale-housing-is-making-a-big-impact-in-seattle
https://www.thepacker.com/news/industry/industry-leaders-react-latest-tariffs


Millions of Americans believe they’re safe from wildfires in their cities. New research
shows they’re not, April 5, The Guardian

Washington affordable housing fund poised for another big infusion of cash, April 7,
Washington Standard

WA faces drought emergency for a third year after middling snowpack, April 8, The
Seattle Times

2025 OVOF Board of Directors
Lori Barnett, community volunteer and retired East Wenatchee community development
director 
Amanda Brack, NCW Libraries communications and community engagement manager
Bob Bugert, Chelan-Douglas Land Trust interim executive director
Shiloh Burgess, Douglas County PUD government affairs director
Alma Chacon, Community for the Advancement of Family Education (CAFÉ) co-founder
Ron Cridlebaugh, Chelan County economic development director
Becca Freimuth, North Central Educational Service District communications specialist
Norma Gallegos, Hand in Hand Immigration Services program manager
Laura Gloria, City of Wenatchee administrator
Kim Hatfield, Catholic Charities regional director
Stacy Luckensmeyer, consultant and retired Wenatchee Valley College business and
industry liaison
Shayne Magdoff, City of East Wenatchee Councilwoman
Nik Moushon, MJ Neal & Associates architect
Kevin Overbay, Chelan County Commissioner
Kevin Precht, Jones & Jones-Betts Funeral Home owner
Alan Walker, Chelan Douglas Community Action Council executive director

2025 OVOF Staff
Steve Maher, coordinator
Ruben Betancourt, community engagement specialist
Maggie Richter, development and facilitation specialist
Jazmin Sanchez, communications specialist
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