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Wenatchee Valley 101 for new residents
begins April 25 at the Hilton Garden Inn
Our Valley Our Future, in partnership with several other organizations, is
kicking off an event series for new residents on April 25 at the Hilton Garden
Inn in Wenatchee. 

Dubbed Wenatchee Valley 101, the event series is meant to provide new
residents with a better understanding of the community and region —
including its history, services, amenities — and to provide ways for them to
make new connections and to contribute to the community. Attendance is
restricted to new residents of less than five years and to invited nonprofit leaders.

The theme of the first Wenatchee Valley 101 on April 25 is "Our Outdoor Places." Subsequent
events in the series will have different themes.

Registration will open on March 4 at WV101Outdoors.eventbrite.com. The cost is $10 per
person. Please check back on March 4!

Those partnering with OVOF in Wenatchee Valley 101 include the City of Wenatchee, TREAD,
Wenatchee Valley Chamber of Commerce, and Goodfellow Bros.

For more, please click here.

OVOF Annual Report
is available online 
OVOF’s 2024 Annual Report is available now on
the OVOF website by clicking here. The report
looks back at our accomplishments in 2024,
including the evolution of the 'Diverse Leadership'
game changer, from its start as an idea from
residents to its transformation into the Leadership
Institute of NCW; chronicles the numerous
community benefits that have been produced via the OVOF approach; and looks ahead at what is

https://wv101outdoors.eventbrite.com
https://ourvalleyourfuture.org/wenatchee-valley-101/
https://ourvalleyourfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/OVOF-2024-Annual-Report-for-web-FINAL-.pdf
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=cjaffiliate&nav=07d7f966-71a9-44b3-b33a-3ee27aecc877


coming this year and in 2026.

OVOF's public-facing 2025-29 Strategic Plan also is available on the OVOF website by clicking
here. This document provides a glance at our own internal strategic goals from now through 2029.

Community meeting about proposed fusion
power plant on tap for March 11
Helion Energy is holding a community meeting about its proposed fusion
power plant near Malaga from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. March 11 at Mission View
Elementary School in Wenatchee. At the meeting, Everett-based Helion will
talk about the project, which would be the world's first power plant using the
next-generation energy source, and will seek feedback from community members. Helion, a
startup founded in 2013, is looking at building the power plant at a site located off the Malaga-
Alcoa highway near Rock Island Dam. The company has yet to submit permit applications.

In late January, Helion announced it had raised $425 million in new funding to build the
project — without naming the location. Helion said OpenAI founder Sam Altman is one of its
backers. Helion has already secured a purchase agreement from Microsoft, which
has been building data centers in Chelan and Douglas counties.

Everett Herald reported this week that Helion signed a letter of intent a year ago
with the Chelan Douglas Regional Port Authority for a one-year feasibility study of a
25-acre plot near Malaga.

Nuclear fusion has been described as the “holy grail of clean energy” due to its potential to mimic
the Sun’s natural processes to generate near-limitless power without leaving behind hazardous
waste.

Have a question for Helion? OVOF is collecting questions and will submit them to the company.
Please click here to add your question.

https://ourvalleyourfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/OVOF-2025-29-Strategic-Plan-short-version.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MZ5VSNC


Housing Our Valley Summit attracts
170 attendees at Pybus Public Market
Co-hosted by OVOF and the Wenatchee Valley Chamber of Commerce, the Housing Our Valley
Summit attracted about 170 people on Feb. 6 at Pybus Public Market. The five-hour event
included several presentations, panel discussions, and videos about the need for more middle
housing in the region. Middle housing is defined as housing types such as duplexes, triplexes,
courtyard apartments, cottage housing, and accessory dwelling units (ADUs). More middle housing
is viewed as one solution to our region's housing crisis. Please click here to watch a video
produced by Endsley & Co. on Wenatchee’s effort to boost middle housing.

The Housing Summit’s keynote presentation was delivered by Deb Flagan, vice president of
Hayden Homes, the Northwest’s largest private home builder. The Redmond, Ore., company,
which opened a subsidiary office, Simplicity by Hayden Homes, in Wenatchee in 2024, builds
diverse housing types in secondary markets in Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana. Over the
past 30 days, it has built 25,000 such homes.

One potential action that emerged from the Housing Summit is the need to nurture an middle
housing ecosystem of property owners, small-scale developers and builders, lenders, trades
people, government planners and others. OVOF has pulled together an ad-hoc committee to
further research that idea. Here is a recent video produced by the Strong Towns nonprofit about
housing ecosystems: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtJD45cTV9c

The Housing Summit was sponsored by Danny Zavala at Laura Mounter Real Estate and by the
Central Washington Home Builders Association. OVOF also received support planning the event
from the City of Wenatchee, City of East Wenatchee, Douglas County, Common Ground Housing
Trust, and the Wenatchee Valley Chamber. Big thanks to our sponsors, partner organizations,
presenters, panelists, moderators, and attendees!

During the Summit, OVOF posed a few questions to attendees. Here is once such question and
how people responded:

https://youtu.be/J75hi49xaXo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtJD45cTV9c


Chelan identifies core community values with
Our Valley Our Future's assistance
In 2024, OVOF spent several months on contract conducting outreach
work in the Lake Chelan Valley on behalf of the City of Chelan. About 750 Lake Chelan Valley
residents provide input about what they value most about living there and the changes and
challenges the community is facing. From that information, a set of core community values were
identified. In January, Chelan Mayor Erin McCardle unveiled those values (see the images below)
to about 200 residents gathered for a State of the City event at the Lake Chelan Community
Center. OVOF coordinator Steve Maher also spoke about the process that OVOF utilized to gather
information. Hats off to Mayor McCardle, the Chelan City Council, and the entire valley for taking
steps to create such a solid foundation for future planning and community collaboration!



2025 OVOF Board of Directors
Lori Barnett, community volunteer and retired East Wenatchee community development
director 
Amanda Brack, NCW Libraries communications and community engagement manager
Bob Bugert, Chelan-Douglas Land Trust interim executive director
Shiloh Burgess, Douglas County PUD government affairs director
Alma Chacon, Community for the Advancement of Family Education (CAFÉ) co-founder
Ron Cridlebaugh, Chelan County economic development director
Becca Freimuth, North Central Educational Service District communications specialist
Norma Gallegos, Hand in Hand Immigration Services program manager
Laura Gloria, City of Wenatchee administrator
Kim Hatfield, Catholic Charities regional director
Stacy Luckensmeyer, consultant and retired Wenatchee Valley College business and
industry liaison
Shayne Magdoff, City of East Wenatchee Councilwoman
Nik Moushon, MJ Neal & Associates architect
Kevin Overbay, Chelan County Commissioner
Kevin Precht, Jones & Jones-Betts Funeral Home owner
Alan Walker, Chelan Douglas Community Action Council executive director

2025 OVOF Staff
Steve Maher, coordinator
Ruben Betancourt, community engagement specialist
Jazmin Sanchez, communications specialist
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